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Annotated Bibliography: Masculinity 

Evans, Richard T. "Faggots, Fame and Firepower: Teenage Masculinity, School Shootings, and 

the Pursuit of Fame." Canadian Review of American Studies 46.1 (2016): 1-21. Web. 12 

Apr. 2017. 

Richard Evans, in “Faggots, Fame and Firepower,” claims that attention and popularity is sought 

out by school shooters, not only as a trophy for what they have done but to feel like they hold 

some sort of domination over their peers and those around them (3). Evans uses popular culture 

to paint the picture of the “never-ending struggle to prove their own masculinity and 

heterosexuality” and parallels it to the Columbine shooters, who “found themselves entangled in 

the need to constantly affirm their sense of manhood through asserting what they were not on the 

masculinity spectrum” (13). The author concludes that constantly chasing masculinity that is 

“unattainable...can lead some boys to violence and self-destruction” (19). Though the stigma 

around the word ‘fag’ has changed--lost its meaning--boys go to great lengths to avoid 

associating with being one and try to prove the exact opposite.  

Not only does Evans use secondary sources and his own experience--a doctoral candidate 

in Canada--but he also shares his obvious logic in tying mass shootings and masculinity together. 
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Frustrated boys cannot obliterate anyone they wish, but they can buy a gun and follow them in 

the hallways at school (20). Along with this simple wisdom, he offers criticism to the way 

Columbine’s principal dealt with comforting the students after the shooting. He told them to 

show their emotions and that it was not the time to try and be masculine. This implies that “mass 

murder is somehow the exception where manliness can be temporarily set aside” (14). Providing 

his opinion, Evans substantiates his argument and believability as an author. He insinuates a type 

of hypocrisy: the only time masculinity can be turned off is after a tragedy caused by 

masculinity?  

It can be concluded that the unattainability of today’s definition of masculinity is 

reflected across the board. From the objectification of girls to seeking fame or attention, the 

effects of this are catastrophic. Whether it is on a larger scale, like school shooting, or the 

every-day normalization of  needing to constantly prove one’s masculinity, and therefore oneself, 

this complex will continue to reaffirm itself if something is not done. Boys need to be untaught 

that they have the innate duty of being tough and wanted, sexually.  

 

Pascoe, C. J. "Compulsive Heterosexuality: Masculinity and Dominance." Dude, You're a Fag: 

Masculinity and Sexuality in High School: With a New Preface. Berkeley: U of 

California, 2012. 84-114. Web. 12 Apr. 2017. 

In “Dude, You’re a Fag: Masculinity and Sexuality in High School”, C.J Pascoe introduces the 

idea of ‘‘compulsive heterosexuality’’ (86), in which [high school] boys attempt to get girls, 

subsequently sharing this act via locker room talk that is usually exaggerated in order to claim 

masculinity for themselves. Boys are led to believe the logical fallacy that if they desire girls, 
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then they cannot desire other boys; talking about it secures their sexuality (93). This masculinity 

is “‘an excitement felt as sexuality in a male supremacist culture which eroticizes male 

dominance and female submission’” (Jeffreys 1998, 75; 87). The “mastering” of girl’s bodies 

(87) equates to having a male identity; it is a type of exploitative hunt to overpower women’s 

bodily desires and control, as well as their own. Pascoe describes how “constraint of female 

bodies gets translated as masculinity and femininity, embedding sexualized meanings in which 

heterosexual flirting is coded as female helplessness and male bodily dominance” (100). This 

predacious way of thinking involves boys trying to get girls until one finally ‘caves in’. If they 

prove incapable of doing so, they may become angry or violent “because of their presumed rights 

to girls’ bodies” (95). Rape, however, is not considered fully masculine because the girl does not 

desire the boy— a crucial piece of masculinity and the bragging rights that come with it. 

Engaging in compulsive heterosexuality plays a key role in male friendships and the way in 

which they interact with each other; it is a way to compete with and prove themselves to each 

other. Therefore, guys in groups become a masculine complex, despite being more authentic and 

emotional on a one-on-one basis. Those that have girlfriends or are religious attempt to 

disengage from active participation in compulsive heterosexuality. From fieldwork, Pascoe 

concluded that religion plays an important role in masculine appearance and self image in high 

school aged boys; because their religion remains stable in its view of gender equality, the boys 

had less of a need to participate in “gendered power” (113).  

Pascoe draws his idea of compulsive heterosexuality from Adrienne Rich, an essayist and 

radical feminist claiming that not only is heterosexuality a sexual orientation, but a political 

establishment that contributes to male dominance over females (86). Along with Rich, he also 
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uses myriad authors to support his claims, including Judith Butler and Sheila Jeffreys—both 

well-known gender theorists—regarding the “‘recreation of masculinity and femininity’” and 

how it is “reinforced through everyday interactions” (87). After doing eighteen months of 

fieldwork at a high school, Pascoe was able to see this constant reinforcement. In addition, he 

was successful in including explanations to possible fallacies in his argument, such as the 

stereotypical “I’m Different from Other Guys” (107) spiel. Using this as a title for a section in 

his book, Pascoe recognizes that not all boys participate in compulsive heterosexuality. He points 

the audience’s attention to the exceptions: boys with girlfriends, religious affiliations, or boys 

outside of groups. Though Pascoe’s claim regarding compulsive heterosexuality is safely 

cushioned by his use of secondary sources—having taken original backlash on the topic—it is 

rectified by his first-hand experience and analysis of these works, therefore making his book 

credible.  

Compulsive heterosexuality has created an illusion where asserting dominance over girls 

and talking about it in groups of guys is the norm. Therefore, individuals seen as outsiders (not to 

be confused with the exceptions)—those that want to be “normal”—struggle to keep up with 

their competitive peers. Pascoe touches on the effect that this could have on a high school boy; at 

the peak of his pubescent years he could easily become angry or emotional. Evidence of this 

includes male murderers and serial killers that were sexually motivated and/or had mental health 

issues or sexual fetishes. Though externally less dramatic, the other option targets a boy’s 

internal self perception. If his anger or emotion dealing with being rejected—by both the objects 

and the objectifiers—cannot be taken out somewhere healthily, it gets bottled up inside and 

changes the way he sees himself, his sense of self, and self-esteem. A third option, more realistic 
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for modern society, is he continues to try and get girls to be “normal”. He does not see anything 

wrong with his behavior. He has a passionate goal of fitting in and being amongst his peers, 

something he finds more important than actually getting the girl. His view of girls will no longer 

put them into the category of ‘objectified’, but into one titled ‘object’. He has god-given rights 

over females and their bodies and they are just an obstacle to fitting in. 

 

Valenti, Jessica. "Elliot Rodger's California Shooting Spree: Further Proof That Misogyny Kills." 

The Guardian (2014): n. pag. Web. 12 Apr. 2017. 

Valenti’s article on yet another California school shooting calls her audience to action, claiming 

that misogyny is created by our culture and is reinforced as the ordinary. She points the focus to 

Elliot Rodger, who conducted a shooting at UCSB “allegedly seeking ‘retribution’” against 

women who rejected him. Rodger was getting psychiatric help, and Valenti wonders why--if he 

was getting help--was this mass murder was not prevented. The fact that people did not see his 

actions as red flags solidifies what the norm is and how society has become accustomed to 

misogyny. The author criticizes the hypocrisy in society for putting a huge stigma on mental 

illness, but ignoring misogyny and gun culture. Rodger made Youtube videos discussing not 

having had good luck with getting girls and the unfairness and alienation he felt because of it, 

leading him to want revenge (or at least retribution). Valenti states how “Rodger, like most 

young American men, was taught that he was entitled to sex and female attention. (Only last 

month, a young woman was allegedly stabbed to death for rejecting a different young man's 

prom invitation.) He believed this so fully that he described women's apathy toward him as an 

"injustice" and a "crime"” (Valenti), therefore making them worthy of death in his eyes.  
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Though making an attempt to call her audience to action, Valenti does not give them 

direct instructions. She claims that violence against women is always preventable, but does not 

tell them how to prevent it. She is correct, in part, regarding the over-justification of misogynistic 

acts in our society. The first step that Valenti wants everybody to start with, presumably, is the 

acknowledgement of misogyny in day-to-day experiences, the awareness of its reinforcement. 

However, she does not provide the subsequent steps for fixing the problem she is posing. Her 

article, lacking enough credibility to be considered persuasive in diminishing misogyny, at least 

does its job of informing her audience of this actually being an issue and in some cases putting 

the ‘norm’ into question. 

Valenti’s article on Elliot Rodger is a perfect example of heterosexuality and pressure to 

fit in. He attempted to exercise his expected “god-given right” over females’ bodies and when he 

was rejected, he internalized it. After time, the perceived neglect angered him and he snapped. 

This is a circumstance in which misogyny led to actual deaths. A society that cannot see 

anything wrong with his behavior is incapable of preventing such tragedies. However, the real 

tragedy is the lack of things being done about it. This subject is current, as girls everyday are 

suffering from misogyny and objectification in interactions at school, work, and the real world. 

Because of the skewed “norms” and lack of acknowledgment among the masses, any guy could 

be the next Elliot Rodger.  


